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Purpose / Objectives:  
The objective is to provide law students with practical insights and skills in 
handling criminal trials, beyond theoretical knowledge. This aims to prepare 
students for a successful legal career, enhancing their employability and 
bridging the gap between academia and practice. Students learn practical 
skills such as drafting charges, presenting arguments, examining 
witnesses, and preparing case files—essential skills for any trial lawyer. 
Provides an opportunity to interact with experienced legal professionals, 
such as judges, prosecutors, and defense attorneys, who can share 
valuable insights and answer questions. 
 
Key Highlights: 
Sri Vikram Raj, advocate of Mangalore Bar Association and our proud 
alumna was a resource person who delivered a lecture on various stages 
and Process In Criminal Trial.  
 
Sir began the session quoting changes are constant in the world. He then 
explained about the ways in which criminal trial took place in history. He 
emphasized on the various dimensions of criminal trial in India over the 
years and how it evolved. 
 
He also stressed on the need for fair trial and how it has been established 
along with the pros and cons of confession. 
 
Later on, he addressed the students on the following topics- 
1. Presumption of Innocence; Innocent until proven guilty: Right available 

throughout trial 
2.  Right against self-incrimination: Art.20(3) of Indian Constitution. 

3. Right to defense counsel. 
4. Burden of Proof: who has to prove the accusations? How much proof is 

enough proof? 
5. Standard of Proof: Proof Beyond Reasonable Doubt and related case 

laws 
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Attendee Summary:  
Workshop was conducted for final year students and the total number of 
students present were 214. 
 
 
Outcome: 
 Students gain a practical understanding of how criminal trials are 
conducted, from case initiation to verdict, which supplements their 
theoretical knowledge. 

Students learn essential trial skills, such as witness examination, cross-
examination, and evidence handling, which can improve their readiness for 
courtroom work. 

Exposure to real-world experiences and insights from the guest speaker 
helps students understand the nuances of courtroom proceedings and case 
management. 

The lecture may provide networking avenues, potentially opening up 
internship, mentorship, or career opportunities with professionals in the 
legal field. 

By learning directly from an experienced practitioner, students build 
confidence in their ability to navigate the criminal justice system. 

Reinforcement of ethical considerations and the responsibilities of criminal 
lawyers, fostering a strong sense of duty and professionalism. 

Hearing real-life experiences can inspire students to pursue specific areas 
within criminal law, shaping their career aspirations. 

Feedback:  
Final year students attended this workshop responses were positive. 
https://forms.gle/xMfQneELPrchFkH97 
 
Photos: 

https://forms.gle/xMfQneELPrchFkH97
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The resource person Sri Vikram Raj addressing the students 

 
SDM NEWS LINK- 
Workshop on 'Process of Criminal Trial' at SDMLC (sdmnews.in) 

 

https://sdmnews.in/articles/6704d8a500dafe03f84c9039
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION – 

In conclusion, this guest lecture on the criminal trial process has provided 

invaluable insights and practical knowledge for final-year students, bridging 

the gap between academic learning and real-world application. By delving 

into the intricacies of trial procedures, evidence handling, and courtroom 

dynamics, students have gained a comprehensive understanding of what to 

expect as they enter the legal profession. The guest speaker’s real-life 

experiences and professional advice have not only equipped students with 

essential skills but also motivated them to pursue careers with confidence, 

integrity, and a deep sense of responsibility. This lecture has undoubtedly 

been a pivotal step in preparing these future legal professionals to navigate 

the criminal justice system effectively and ethically. 

 


