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STING OPERATION BY MEDIA-A LEGAL ANALYSIS
Dr. Shubhalakshmi P'.

stract

The press and media being the biggest channels of communication of mformatxon to the

public, plays a pivotal role in bringing necessary information on policy matters of
—nment and other departments to the society. Media takes up the responsibility to brmg all

=525 of news and matters to the public by broadcasting and telecasting them. Such rights are

=== to the press and media by the Constitution of India under the Right to Freedom of Speech

Expression. Sting operation is one of the methods through which media can bring the truth
r= the society. If such sting operation resulted in discovering some secret agendas involving

< or corruption, that would result in a positive sting operation by media. If it encroaches

z the privacy of any individual and resulted in violation of privacy under Artxcle 21 of the
s=sution of India, it would result in negative sting operation. Media and the journalists must
= self-regulation along with guidelines and standards given under Press Council of India,

News Broadcasting Standards Authority, News Broadcasters Association etc.

cords: Press and media, Sting operation, Constitution, self-regulation, media ethics

groduction

The Indian Constitution, under Article 19(1)(a), provides for "the right to freedom of
and expression that also includes freedom of press". However, this right is subject to

rble restrictions under Article 19(2), for reasons of "sovereignty and integrity of India, the

zorality, contempt of court, defamation or incitement to an offence".? Under Article 105 (2)

des certain restrictions on the publications of the proceedings in Parliament.’ Even Official

= professor SDM Law College, Mangaluru
?’zl:f X Pandey, (2014), The Constitutional Law of India, 50" ed, Central Law Agency, Allahabad.

z= [ zma, Richin Jacob & Kanishka Shankar, Analysing Article 105 of the Constitution of India, Journal on
w,{,{gl}?],yolume 7 Issue no. 3, p.12.
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exercised by the press. Even though POTA was repealed in 2006, the Official Secrets Act 1.923

still in operation.*

democratic setup.

Freedom of Press and Media

standards of newspapers and news agencies in India under the Press Counc11 Act, 1978. Ther";'.pz_,.

are certain code of conduct and ethics that are to be followed by the journalists and news agenmes.%mz N

They must safeguard the information recovered and collected by them.

Media can discuss different opinions and ask for discussions on subject matters need
be made known to general public. In case of Indian Express Newspapers v/s Union of India’}

freedom of press is upheld by the Supreme Court of India. In case of Romesh Thappar v. State

media, by broadcasting, or telecasting through electronic media, They have freedom to critici

on policies, programmes of Government and its officials but not to abuse. They have every

1 LAWZ -Volume 11 issue no-2, February 2010, & Soumya Krishnakumar, Freedom of Press, International journ :
of Law Management and Humanities, volume 4, Issue 2, p: 296
5 Cherilyn Ireton and Juh osetti,(2018) Joumallsm, Fake News and Dtsmformanon. UNESCO Paris, p. 17

7(1985)2S.
8 AIR 1950
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*f Manorama Singh (2007) Sting operation, Discovery Publishing House, New Delhi.
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The sting operations are usually carried out, to trap the corrupt practices, bribery,
. ==Tuption, black money, scandals of different kinds etc. It can also be useful in the arrest of

=—onsts and anti-national elements. The gadgets generally used are camera, recording

o

A

mstruments, audio-video instrument and equipment. The media has used it to expose acts of

‘ _gefiticians, different officials of departments and others, who are allegedly guilty of subverting
e rule of law.!!

Sting operation can be conducted in two types. On is positive sting operation wherein
. =formation that are required to be brought before the general public especially on Governments

- zccountability etc. The Government must have accountability to survive in a democratic form of

£ zdministrative setup. If any minister or officer of a Government department demands bribe to

perform his public duty, that can be brought before the society by a journalist through sting

operation. In 1981, a news reporter gone for bid and bought a young woman, Kamala for

1]

& 1995 AIR 2438, 1995 SCC (5) 139.

“* Anjana Sharma, (2008) Stig operation and law, Mahaveer and sons, p.2
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successful in tracking cricket match fixing-Tehalka issue.!® The Tehelka tapes gave us a sne ”
peck on the corrupt players and administrators who were complicit in tarnishing cricket &

exchange of money.'*

wrong information to the public and invades privacy of an individual without any positiv
substance. As a result of negative sting operation conducted by a TV channel in New Delhi
2007 wherein a Government School teacher Uma Khurana was alleged that she was luring h=
students to prostitution and the Government based on sting operation report issued notice
police have taken an action against her. After enquiries, allegation was revealed to be fabricate

and she was innocent.!’

'2When An Indian Express Reporter Broke Law and Purchased A Woman For Rs 2,300 To Write a Shocking St
on Trafficking, Outlook, available at https://www.outlookindia.com/website/story/when-an-indian-express-reportes!
broke-law-and-purchased-a-woman-for-rs-2300-to-w/306556, (visited on 20" September 2023).

N S Jagannathan, (1999), Independence and the Indian press, Konark publications under the auspices of Me;
Foundation New Delhi

“‘ Deeptesh Sen, The Tehelka Tapes that shook Indian cncket Sports 360
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1. They becamel :

s gavé us a sneak iR The Operation Chakravyuh is a sting operation conducted by Star News-Detective
nishing cricket in 3@&1& Guild, has showed former Chief Ministers and Members of Lok Sabha and Rajya
:am involved in corruption, in allotting work for the Member of Parliament Local Area
~i‘;?:x:ﬂsupment (MPLAD). The Star News released the transcripts and event descriptions collected

ich privacy of an &msh sting on a meeting with Members of Parliament.!?

@@@@@@

the subject matter. ]: :

: In Operation West End, a sting operation conducted by Tehelka in 2000-2001, specifically
€$ be destroyed by ‘3

mthe bribery and corruption involved in defense sector, particularly on dealing of arms from

tv and it provxdes B

< * &===n country. Mr. Bangaru Laxman caught on camera allegedly taking bribe from fake arms

hout any positivc :

=sers for facilitating a fictitious defence deal. The journalists posed themselves as

al in New Delhi i m

_m’entatlves of a fictitious UK-based company West End International and were seeking his
€Phe was luring hers:

, ls:&:mnendatlon to the ministry for supply of hand-held thermal imagers for the Indian Army.!?
1ssued notice and

iﬂ.ﬁs'wer the charge sheet framed by the Central Bureau of Investigation, Tehelka journalists had
2d to be fabncated

P , =708 meetings with Bangaru Laxman, from 23" December 2000 to 7% J anuary, 2001 to project
dﬁ:zs._lves as supplier of defence-related products. He was caught on camera accepting money

] to :=:12001 by this sting operation.?’

Bated as cnmmals _‘ - India TV has taken up a sting operation that exposed unethical deal in Indian

@ Duryodhana was Mnment industry. In a sting operation India TV sent an undercover agent as struggler to the
% fmed actors Shakti Kapoor and Aman Verma. They were caught on tape seeking sexual favor
m the reporter.?! |

®

. 7 Samg: 11 MPs take cash to ask questions in Parliament, Times of India, 12 Dec, 2005, available at
Arite a Shocking Story# == timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1327921.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&u
wdian-express-reporter {u:__tzmpaign=cppst, (visited on 10" September 2023)

0:: more Sting-Outlook, available at https://www,outlookindia.com/website/story/one-more- stmg/229582
=Zon 5" September 2023).

=V stmg case: Former BJP chief Bangaru Laxman convicted, India Today, 26" April, 2012.

Same Operation-West End, The Hindu-Mangalore Edition-April 27", 2012.

s Infamous and  Sensational Sting Operations, Magazine-Silicon India, available at
: fwww.siliconindia,com/news/general/indias-infamous-and-sensational-sting-operations-nid-155959-cid-
#_visited on 28" September 2023).

Othte auspices of Medi l

O- 7. 2007, edition-Ne
® .51, 2008, available
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Guidelines for Press and Media

Sting operation should not be conducted by any journalist as per their whims and fancie f

They need to follow guidelines provided under the Code of News Broadcasters Association.

has provision to make the press and media reporters and journalists liable for their act. The Code

independence and integrity. As the press and media are the influencers of public opinion, the

should be accountable to their readers and viewers.

Whenever press and media takes up any news to.broadcast they must see to it that the

are not hindering or promoting any one of the sides of controversy. Broadcasting a news is '

15

main duty of them and forming an olpinion‘ against or favour is left to the general public in suck
situations. Dissemination of infofrﬁation must be prime focus of any media in a democratic:
country and not to create different dimensions of ény news. News channels should present f:
and complete information about any subject ;ﬁafter. They should not select such news-that may
create‘an apprehension of controversy that may disturb internal peace and security of

country.?
Self-Regulation of Press and Media

To practice self-regulation the News Broadcasters and Digital Association has certain guidelin ‘
wherein editorial principles are laid down as the freedom of speech and expression mention }_
under the Constitution of India. Self-regulation provides for affirmative declaration on the pa ‘

of the journalists and they need to follow values and objectives of their news paper or newsy IR
channels. No TV channels can telecast biased, inaccurate, malicious, misleading or h

information to the society.?*

There are certain areas mentioned specifically to maintain self-regulation by the broadcasters. &

ZORA LAl ;0 as per the aspirations of the viewers, If any error occurs, must be rectified
ey LN
=) (ﬂ«\v \ transparency also the need of any channel,
2
= x
) = o v
AN/ ff_ ;!o eelamalar M, (2010), Media Ethics and Law, PHI Learning Pvt. Ltd. New Delhi.p,178

> = \39’ Aggarwal, S, K. (1993), Media and Ethics. India: ShipraPublications i ;
ﬂ/_l SYWE "% Indian Joumnalism in a New Era: Changes, Challenges, and Perspectives. (2019), India: Oxford University Press.;

38



Ensure Neutrality- Broadcasters should not side any party in any matter at issue. They
must maintain neutrality and should strive to bring truth before the society:25
While reporting any crime, ensure that crime or violence are not glorified-
Broadcasters should keep in mind always that they should not glorify or induce any
violence or crime while broadcasting in their channels. Glorification of any criminal act
¥rnay instigate people to follow the same and it may mislead the viewers. Visuals of any
sufferings, pain, like suicide, accidents, or heinous crimes not to be shown as it is.
Intimidation against women and children- Any sexual violence, trauma, aggression etc.
occurred against women and children are not to be shown in visuals by any channels.
Privacy of women must be maintained and address details are not to be presented before
the viewers. Even, the juveniles reported to be involved in any crime or offence also not
to be brought before the public through channels.?
Sex and nudity- Sexual violence or any activities are not be visualized by channels
mcluding nudity of the male or female.

Not to invade privacy- Private life or persoﬁal affairs of any individual not to be intruded
by the channels unless if it is warranted by the authorities in public interest.
Maintain national security- No information that may endanger national secun)y
broadcasted by the channels and whichever terminology or maps of India is perrm

l,_}

suidelines’ -4l the Government to exhibit can only be used in the channel. Public interest and th n)txonalq,
security not to be threatened by reporting something connected to national interest Y % N\“\C\
EAL\

mentioned £

Not to encourage and support superstitious beliefs- Glorification of any superstition
and occultism by any channel is not allowed. Any supernatural acts, ghosts, personal
deviations etc. not to be glorified and wamings or disclaimers should be present along
with such broadcast,?®

Sting operations- Sting operation should be always last resort to bring the truth out and
present them before the general public. While using sting operation methods, self-

regulation guides the world of journalism not to follow false or wrong methods by using

b »
. ¥ Metamalar M, (2010), Media Ethics and Lay, PHI Learning Pvt. Ltd. New Delhi, p. 207
: 3’5:51 Note 25, at p. 208,
7 SMe=tamalar M, (2010), Media Ethics and Law, PHI Learning Pvt. Ltd. New Delhi, p. 209.
¢ = F=ezer ROE, Ross, 8. D, Reynolds, A, L. (2017). The Law of Journalism and Mass Communication, United
| Sexes- SAGE Publications,

ity Press. &




Conclusion

~ operations invade privacy that is not alloweg

ELE

sex and sleaze to carry them out. Not to make any alteration or editing that may change .

e truth
Corrigendum- If any mistake happened during telecast, those mistakes must be rectifie
immediately and should be brought before the viewers. Correction in wrong pubhczr
should also be made known to large number of viewers as the wrong publicity or broadcass
was made. There should be an opportunity for the readers and viewers to present them

feedback and there is responsibility with the press and media to respond to any queries

feedback provided by the public.

Even though, freedom is granted to the press and media to collect and disseminate
information, they are under threat and freedom cannot be exercised against giant powers:
Ethics are larger than that of 1aw, they are not enforceable as law. A breach of ethics ¢ ‘
at the most be censured, not penallzed But ethics should be followed in every professmn;;m
to preserve the sanctity of profess:on Press and media should be fair, objective, 1mpart1a.’>
relevant, and truthful because they are playing roles in the minds of the people. Pub :
interest should not be hampered accuracy of the news is more important than the speed:

By sting operation many secret matters are brought-ou ~neQur country, but negative stiner: gi

$‘;

9 A Handbook of Journalism: Media in the Information Age. (2018). India: SAGE Publications,

!
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