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Abstract

Wildlife has been a part and parcel of our ecosystem and as enshrined under Art. S1A(g) of the Indian
Constitution, it 1s the fundamental duty of all citizens of India to protect and improve the same. The selfish and
dominant behaviours of human beings have made wildlife to become extinct. Every day various crimes are taking
place against wildlife such as killing, poaching, taking out protected plants, illegal trade etc., and the same are
committed contrary to national and international legislation. The superstitious beliefs and the urge to make more
money have made human beings kill wild animals and use their body parts for various purposes. Pangolin scales,
deer horns, star tortoise, elephant tusks, skin, shells, etc., of different animals, are used illegally for different
purposes. India is rich in its flora and fauna, around 5.3 per cent of the geographical area is covered with wildlife
protected areas. The Karnataka State alone is covered with around 41,590.16 sq. km of forests area and reports
several cases of wildlife crimes every year. In this paper, the presenter focuses on the crimes happening against
wild animals in the State of Karnataka, impact on the environment and the efforts and measures taken by the
government and forest officials along with various laws to control the wildlife crimes in the Kamataka State.

Keywords: Wildlife Crimes, Kamnataka, Forests, Legislation, Environment, Protected Area.

Introduction

Forests arc the abode for all living creatures on the
carth and source of sustenance through fresh air,
water, fertile soil, and land. The tribal and rural
people arc purely dependent on forests for their
livelihood by adopting agricultural forestry as their
source of caming. Forests besides the source of
livelihood and shelter for living creatures have
become sources for illegal activities against wildlife.
The term 'wildlife' was used first time in the book
"Our Vanishing Wild Life" written by the American
Zoologists William Temple Homaday in 1913 and
since then the word has had its wide usability and
connotation. In simple terms, the native wild flora
and fauna are called Wildlife. Section 2(37) of the
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 defines that,
“wildlife includes any animal, aquatic or land
vegetation which forms part of any habitat™.
Wildlife Crimes

Wildlife crimes include illegal activitics like
poaching, maltreatment of badgers, birds and bats,
coursing, theft of animal eggs, trafficking 10
protected species, animals' products, and protected
plants, using animals without registration and
license, use of contagions, traps, or explosives to kill
or hurt animals ete. Wildlife crimes arc categorised
under illegal trade and the same is called *organiscd
transnational crime’ and has threatened the survival
of several wild species throughout the world.
Transnational crime includes criminal ~ offences
which are directly involve more than one country-

India is rich in varied wildlife products which
includes Rhino hom, Tiger, Snake skins, Mongoosc
hair, Elephant tusks, Leopard claws, skins, boncs,
whiskers, Deer antlers, Turtle shells, Bear bile,
Shahtoosh shawl, Musk pods, Timbers, and
Medicinal plants. Most of the animal products ar¢ in
demand outside India and for this reason wildlife
trafficking is rampant in the county. Wildlife
trafficking alone contributes to many other crimes
like killing, poaching, depleting the number of
cxisting endangered specics, et
Ac'cording to United Nations Office on D
Crime (UNODC), wildlife trafficking is/Af
largest transnational crime in the wor
drugs, and human trafficking stands i (thg, first
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the report says that India 1s considered
country for the wild species and their

Thailand and India arc the two primary Ceydtrad3} >~

which have supply chain of 1llcgal tiger products in
the world. According to the World Wildlife Seizure
Database (WWSD) report around 1000 to 62.000
izllzglrcs have been reported in India from 2004 to
\’\'lldlifc in Karnataka

Kamataka has a 1otal of 41.590.16 sq. km of forests
arca out of 1,91.79] Sq.km of its total geographical
area.  Around 21.68 per cent of Kamataka's
8Cographical arca is covered with protected forest,
reserved forest, village forest, unclassificd forest.
4nd private forest. These forests further comprise of
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Tatniamialai,  Metts,  ane,  potamiboke, Kournky, has g{,f,d transportation connectivity with Mumbar

Varsati, Attiritiniahin)l KFaval, Assessed waste g,
Vliseal Landds, Inatn ands, thickly wooded ape,s
plantations, aned ather lanids as well The PROtes e
fores inelade 300 wyld) fe
st tunties including 5 higet teserves), 5 tation )
preatks, 1A conservation reserves and | Cottinunity
teserye. Fattistakn is hotoe 1o a large vatiety of )
Aot wnied favnin anid 15 considered one of the richeas
states in Andin i tenns of wildhfe population. [he
ifferent species of animals, amphibians, reptiles,
lishes, burds, insccts, and plants are found in the
State anel wround 25 per cent of the elephant and |
per cent of the tiger pupulation of India are found in
the State. ‘The most wonderful tropical forests of
Voattiitaka cuvernng ) per cent of V/c&h;rn (shats
arel the satne are wifted with diverse flora and fauna,
The flora of the Western Ghats has a high degree of
varieties of nedicinal plants and flowering plants
called angivspetns alone recorded  about 4,700
spiecies, And the faunal specics found in the Western
Cihats region includes elephant, sambar, yaur, chital
bonnet, striped hyena, common giant, leopard, sloth
bear, Indian  chameleon, Indian  pangolin, and
cutntnan krait

Geveral fluta and fauna species of Karnataka are
tecapnized as endangered, Out of the total known
fauna of the State, 102 species fall under diverse
categaties of danger and of these 30 species of
antnals and 52 species of amphibians are the
prominent  proups, The  Karnataka  Forest
Department has declared around 40 wild animals as
endangered species n the State, Some of the
endanyered  annnals  of  Karnataka  includes
Elephants, Lion-tailed Macau, Tiger, Sloth bear,
Blackbuck, Vild dog, Indian brown mongoose,
Travancore flying squirrel, Kolar-leaf nosed bat,
spotted cagle, Leatherback turtle and Olive ndley
turtle

Wildlife Critmes in Karnataka

Varnataka has becomne a hub of wildlife poaching
and trafficking. Wildlife poaching and trafficking in
Fatnataka are rammpant because of the existence of
vildhfe taffickers’ networks, The state has always
been a man collection and trafficking centre for
wildhife parts and a flock for wildlife traffickers
from the east, west and central parts of India, There
are several suspeeted kingpins of poaching and
wildlife trafficking in entire south India. They have
their network and operators which involve the
nomadic tribal groups from Karnataka, Rajasthan,
and Madhya Pradesh, Wildlife trade of elephants,
stnall marnmals hike pangolins, leopards, tigers have
latgsly been repotted in Karnataka, The poachers
have been found with tiger and leopard pelts stacked
like newspapers. Besides, the geographical location
of Katnataka makes it convernent for traffickers to
get thear work done easily. For example, the State

wrens  af the  slale
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and Chennat from where much unlawful shipment
used to be done out of India. The body parts of
various animals are shipped without giving a chance
to recognise. The bones of leopards and tivers are
trafficked hiding with other products and it would
be difficult for the forests officials to recognise
identify and nab the culprits. The animal body parts
were shipped to China and some parts of South
Asian Countries for the preparation of medicines
and other artefacts. Bangalore is the chosen
destination for traffickers to ship easily the pelts,
tusks, live animals and their body parts. Many times,
the forests officials have found skins of deer and
blackbucks used by religious leaders of coastal areas
of Kamataka. Also, monitor lizards were subject to
poaching for their meat. Further, there are instances
where slender loris have become the target of
traffickers who extract their eyes and crush them to
make fine powder and the same will be used as a
drug. Wildlife crimes are continuously happening in
the State. In the present year, the Karnataka Forest
Vigilance Wing (KFVW) has booked around 363
wildlife crime and timber cases. Recently, On 16"
November 2021 Kamataka forests officers of
Chickballapur range have arrested 3 deer poachers
who were cutting deer meat in a reserve forest and
20 pairs of antlers have been recovered from them.
Birds like rose-ringed parakeets were trafficked in
Bengaluru and the same were seized by the police
on March 29, 2021. Star tortoises were also
trafficked in Karnataka and recently in November,
2021 around 571-star tortoises were found
abandoned at bus stops in Bengaluru. There is a
high rate of wildlife crimes in protected tiger
reserves and surrounding areas in Karnataka. In
September 2021, forests officers of Bandipur Tiger
Reserve nabbed poachers for killing a tiger.
Subsequently in November, 2021 poachers killed a
deer in Nagarhole tiger reserve. There are increasing
cases of elephant’s electrocution in the state.
Elephants are trapped and made to electrocute for
black beads that are made from elephant skin. Black
beads or passion beads are made from ele
after dying and shaping to make wr
necklaces of red-coloured beads.
There are high cases of traffickinf; 3
scales in Karnataka. In October 22, G2
kgs of pangolin scales have been \CHZY
Kamataka Forest Officers. Intemnation %
scales arc in high demand in China and<Yietrizm
Poachcrs from Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradeshare
increasing in Karnataka for pangolin scales which
are in high demand for Chinese medicine. Other
than Chinese medicine pangolin scales are also used
for the manufacture of satellites by using the rich
Minerals extracted from the pangolin scale. In 2020,
Several cases of pangolin poaching have been
222
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reported in  Karnataka. In the (‘l\ikk;ulln;:;ﬂ..,,,
district of Kamataka, the forests officials |y,
busted pangolin trade racket and they have geizg
around 6 kgs of pangolin scales. Pangolin poachip,
has  become a common ncident iy gy
Chikkamagaluru and Ballari districts of Koy,
The hunting and trading of pangolinare by
under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, During
2009-2017 around 5,772 pangolins were seized from,
Karnataka, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, and - Madly,
Pradesh.

Karnataka Forests Department and Protection of
Wildlife

The Kamataka Forests Department is striving har
and putting lots of effort into safeguarding (he
Wildlife, The Karnataka Forests Department vision
is towards sustainable development of forests and
consolidation, protection and  conscrvation of
forests,  biodiversity and  wildlife.  Habitat
improvement is its objective and the department is
headed by Principal Chief Conservation of Forests,
The present working strength of the Department ig
8951 Executive Personnel including Indian Forests
Service Officers (IFSO) and Field Staff of various
cadres. The works carried out by the Karnataka
Forest Department are categorised into; protection,
conservation, regulatory and sustainable
management. Overall, the primary mandate of the
Karnataka Forest Department is to protect the
forests and wildlife, safeguarding the rich
biodiversity of the State and guarantecing that the
ecological balance of the forests ccosystems is
maintained properly.

Karnataka Forest Cell

The Kamataka Forest Cell is working hard to curb
poaching and the illegal wildlife trade. The
Karnataka Forest Cell is in-charge of the strict
enforcement of the provisions of Forests and
Wildlife Protection legislations of the country and
state that have been enacted mainly for protection of
Indian forests which include: Wildlife Protection
Act, 1972, the Indian Forest Act, 1927, the Wildlife
Protection Rules, 1995, The Forest Conservation
Rules, 1981, the Karnataka Forest Act, 1963, the
Karnataka Forest Rules, 1969, the Forcsts
Conservation  Act, 1980, The Karnataka
Prescrvation of Trees Rules, 1957 ctc.

Karnataka Forests Department Wildlife’s Wing
The Forests Wing of Karnataka Forests Department
protects and manages five national parks and thirty-
three sanctuaries including five tiger reserves,
fourteen conservation and one community reserve.
The wildlife wings of Kamnataka conserve the
wildlife listed under the schedules of the Wildlife
Protection Act.  Since 1973 the ‘Project Tiger
Scheme’ has been implemented and the Government
of India provides monetary assistance of zround 60
per cent share and 40 per cent is provided by the

Dr. Shaheema A §
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Karnataka Government This sehierme
”nplcmcmcd I various reserves of  Foarnataka
Under the scheme several works are carried out such
as prevention of poaching, tiyer protection furce
(er,il”f"'“}' anti-poaching camps, lormation of wates
holes  for the anmmal duting  droupht senons
lm“ul]ill)_( sqquands, babitat naprovernent wotks et
The ‘Project Elephant Scheme’ 1o another sobiern
that envisages the protection of elephant habtat i1
pational — parks, reserves  farests  and  owld)fe
sanctuaries, Several works are carried out under the
scheme such as anti-poaching camps, ercction of
solar  fencing,  capturing,  translocation  and
maintenance  of  problematic  elephants,  the
establishment of rapid response teames, procurerent
of tranquilization equipment and  drugs, public
awarencess programme, ete, The voluntary relocation
and rchabilitation  programmes  have also been
conducted by the Karnataka Forest Departrnent in
the tiger reserves according to the guidelines of the
National Tiger Conservation Authonty (NTCA)
The District Level Implementation Committes
constituted by the Government of Karnataka under
the chairmanship of the respective authority
National Crime Record Bureau (NCRE)

Wildlife crimes data of Karnataka State 1o provided
by NCRB in its 2020 repont. According o the
NCRB repon, the environment-related offences 1
Kamnataka in the year 2014 were 400, in 2019 were
459 and in 2020 were 413 respectively. Further, the
report provides that in 2020 under the Indian Forests
Act, 1927 and Forests Conscrvation Act, 19%0 the
environment-related offences in Karnatakz are 94
cases and under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972
the environment-related offences in Kamataka are
09 cases.

Department  Inspector  Generzl  of  Police
(Criminal  Investigation Department (CID))
Forest Cell

In 1973 the CID forests cell was estzblished 23 2
sub-unit of the Department Inspector Generzl of
Police (CID). ADGP is the unit head and it works
based on standing order no: 621 dated 3
1973. It works to protect forest produce
close touch with the forest officers, forefs
organisation of the state and offiEés
neighbouring state. It also acts 25 2 nofd2:
sustaining cooperation with the forest
and Wildlife Crime Control Burcas
concemning forest and wildlife offences. F
forest cell conducts various orkshops
awareness programmes on the protec K
In the last three years, the CID forests
arrested around 1,947 criminals
properties like vehicles wonth 24
849 cases it has 2

fge

frnese and alers ha
Ines and O D

150 levied fi
the charge sheet in 2005 cases. At present, around
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197 cases are pending tr

121 10 court.



IJAAR

The Wildlife Protection Act, 1972

Certain protected species have been listed under
Schedules 1 to TV of the Wildlife (Protection Acy).
1972. Around 1800 species of wild animals, plants
and their parts which are illegally trafficked in the
country are prohibited under the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972. The Act prohibits various
activities committed against the wildlife such g
entering a protected area with a weapon, trade,
hunting, possession, purchase, abetment, attempt,
habitat destruction, causing fires, transportation, etc.
Under Schedule, I or Part two of the Schedule ||
offences relating to wild animals or their parts and
products are included. punishment and penalty have
been enhanced for those who involve in hunting and
altering the boundaries of National Park/Wildlife
Sanctuaries; 3 years imprisonment is extended to 7
years with the fine of 10 thousand rupees and on an
instance of the successive offence of the like nature,
the imprisonment shall be not less than 3 years and
the same may extend 7 years with a minimum fine
of 25 thousand rupees.

Further, section 51A has been inserted in the Act for
making some conditions that will be applicable
while granting bail. The section reads as, "When any
person accused of the commission of any offence
relating to schedule I or part II of schedule Il or
offences relating to hunting inside the boundaries of
national park or wildlife sanctuary or altering the
boundaries of such parks and sanctuaries, is arrested
under thc provisions of the Act, then
notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of
Criminal Procedure, 1973, no such person who had
been previously convicted of an offence under this
Act shall be released on bail unless; (a) the Public
Prosecutor has been given an opportunity of
opposing the release on bail; and (b) where the
Public Prosecutor opposes the application, the Court
is satisfied that there are reasonable grounds for
believing that he/she is not guilty of such offences
and that he/she is not likely to commit any offence
while on bail".

Section 9 of the Wildlife Protection Act, prohibit the
hunting of animals specified under schedule I, II, III
and IV except the permission provided under
sections 11 and 12 of the Act. Section 9 further
provides that, the enforcement agency in India could
only charge the accused person/s with the offence of
hunting. Sometimes, the offence of illegal

Vol.4 No.38
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hunted or killed the animal, especially the matter of
absence of the evidence substanzia{ing the same
The court would have held him guilty it?(hc' ;wcus:\i
had also been charged with the offence of illegal
ossession along with hunting. To prove the offence
of illegal possession the burden of proof will be on
the accused himself as per section 57 of the Act and
further no strong evidence will be required to
convince the court. Hence, it is extremelv suggested
for the enforcement agencies, espscmlf_x the state
forest departments to invoke the provision of the
illegal possession under section 39(3) rw 37 of the
wildlife Protection Act in along to the offence of
hunting.
wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB)
A new chapter (IV B) was inserted in the 2006
amendment to the Wildlife Protection Act tor the
establishment of the National Tiger Conservation
Authority and notification of Tiger Reserves. Before
this amendment, Tiger Reserves were not defined
under the law, but were merely administrative
designations to enable funding under Project Tiger.
Also, in the same amendment chapter (IV C) was
inserted to constitute a Crime Control Bureau for
Tiger and other endangered species and the same 1s
named as Wildlife Cnime Control Bureau.
The Forests Department, the Police, the Wildlife
Control Bureau, the Customs Department and The
Central Bureau of Investigation are the enforcement
agencies.  Especially the Kamataka  Forest
Department is authorised to file charge sheets
dircctly and because of shortage of technical
expertise, the forests department 1s overburdened
with the cases. Section 50 of the Wildlife Protection
Act provides for investigation and prosecution of
offences in a court of law by authorized officers of
the forest department and police officers.
In the State of Kamataka by Hanur Police v. Sathish
Slo Munivappa Shetry (CRL.R.P. No 28/2009) the
Court noticed that under "uncured trophy” would
attract an offence under section 39 and punishable
under section 51 of the Wildlife Protection Act. The
accused had committed an offence punishable under
section 24(j) of the Kamataka Forest Act and
Section 9, 39(1) r/w section S of the Wil
Protection Act. The court held that the cony
of the accused of an offence punishable/ eifier

section 24(j) of the Karnataka Forest Act ¢ nﬁqz o

\
1
\

offence punishable under section 9, 39( 'p\

o ’L}‘_‘ :

sustained and the conviction of the accuseli<py an_=>

possession of wild animals and products also takes
placc as a consequence of or as a part of hunting.
For instance, if a person is charged for boiling a live

v ANV
section 51 of the Wild Life (Protection) Act an 3;\.,\//\/

o o .\\
for an offence punishable under section 379 IPCNss_ 372>

pangolin to remove its scales, he commits the
offences of both hunting and possession of the same.
In the case of Rekhchand v. State of Madhya
Pradesh (2008 (4) MPHT 464) the court held that,
by finding leather of wild animal with possession of
a person itself cannot lcad to presume that he has
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confirmed.

Impact of Wildlife Crime on Environment
Wildlife crime shows a negative impact on the
environment such as the extinction of targeted and
non-targeted species and a long-term worsening of
the ccosystem. Wildlife crimes harm targeted
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octes in several ways such, as the decline in the
population size of wild amimals, transformed the
demographic and genetic structure and spread of
disease. The impact on non-targeted  species
includes a torrent of incidental impacts species
within impacted ecosystems. Overexploitation of
wildlife will lead to interrupted interspecies
communications and ecosystem's structure, varying
species  structure, working structure  like  seed
diffuston. carbon storage, €le.
Conclusion
There is a significant need for ending wildlife
crimes in Namataka for the purpose of protection of
biodhversity, human  sustenance,  and  most
importantly  sustainable development. No  doubr,
Kamatzka Forests Officials stnictly  follow the
stringent laws of the country to protect wildlife and
punish wildlifc criminals but still wildlife erimes are
uncontrollable in the State. Kamataka has also
assed certain legislation on the protection of forests
such as the Kamataka Forests Act, 1963, the
Kamataka Preservation of Trees Act, 1976, the
Kamataka Forest Rules, 1969 Amendment to the
Kamataka Forest Rules, 2017, etc. These
legislations of Karnataka deal only for the protection
of forests trees but no provision deals with the
protection of wild animals. For example, the
Kamataka Forest Act deals with the establishment
of reserved, village and district forests. control over
forests lands. control over forest timber and other
forest produce that are subject of transportation.
Further, the Act imposes punishment and penalues
for offences relating to forest produce and
sandalwood trees. The stringent punishing provision
for wildlife crimes needs to be included in the
Kamnataka forests laws. To sum up, wildlife crimes
are happening every day in Kamataka and it is very
much significant to understand that whenever
criminals commit wildlife crimes, they end up
committing several offences in furtherance of their
illegal act. Hence, all relevant punishing provisions
of the respective legislation need to be invoked
properly so that no chance left for the accused to
escape from punishment and the same should be
deterrent for others.
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